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KARRATHA, LONG-TERM ACCOMMODATION 

248. Hon JOHN FISCHER to the Minister for Housing:  
Woodside Petroleum Ltd has awarded contracts for approximately $485 million for the Burrup Peninsula and the 
North West Shelf Train 4 liquefied natural gas expansion project.  That project will produce an extra 2 000 jobs 
in Karratha.  At present, some 265 people are on Ministry of Housing waiting lists in Karratha.  Temporary 
construction camps are being set up for transient workers.  In the light of the foregoing, will the minister advise 
what moves are being taken to ensure an increase in long-term accommodation in Karratha to cope with the 
expected influx of people?  

Hon TOM STEPHENS replied: 
The member gave me some notice of that question.  In reply to the member’s well-positioned question, I have 
been trying to get additional information to fill the answer that I am about to give with as much information as 
possible.  I thought that I was just about to get that information, hence I was distracted; unfortunately, it did not 
arrive.  I will give the member all the information that I have; however, I may be able to add more information at 
the earliest opportunity.   

The Ministry of Housing is acutely aware of the recent announcement by Woodside Petroleum, and is closely 
monitoring the housing situation in Karratha.  By way of side reference, the very day that this development was 
announced by Woodside, I was in contact with the Ministry of Housing from Karratha.  I was there with the 
Premier at the announcement of that expansion program.  I drew the sort of concern the member has raised to the 
attention of the Ministry of Housing.  The ministry is in regular contact with relevant organisations, including the 
Pilbara Development Commission, and has an active involvement in the Nickol Bay infrastructure committee.   

Currently, 205 applicants are listed for Homeswest accommodation in Karratha, and Homeswest has 391 rental 
properties in the town.  In 1998-99 the ministry provided an additional 11 units; in 1999-2000, 15 units were 
provided; and in 2000-01 a further 14 units were provided.  However, the ministry has exhausted its 
landholdings in the town and that will limit the building program in 2001-02 to seven units on identified 
available sites.   

Hon John Fischer may be aware that land availability has been an issue in Karratha for some time.  I understand 
that the property division of the Clough Engineering Group of Companies is involved in a joint venture with the 
Department of Land Administration and Rapley Wilkinson Pty Ltd, and is now in the process of developing 
vacant land in Karratha that will mean that around 400 lots will be made available over the next three years.  I 
met with Mr Alan Thomas of that joint venture late last week, and I am under the impression that at least 400 
lots, and perhaps an improvement of that figure, may be available through that development.  The ministry will 
seek a number of those lots during 2001-02 and, if suitable sites can be obtained, will provide a further 10 to 12 
units.   

In addition to the above measures, the ministry’s home ownership arm, Keystart, has modified its policies and 
lending requirements to specifically assist people to purchase a home of their own in Karratha.  The maximum 
value for a property in Karratha under the Keystart home loan scheme is $190 0000.  That is the highest property 
value limit in the State and is significantly higher than the $160 000 limit in the metropolitan area.  Under the 
GoodStart home loan scheme, the maximum purchasing limit in Karratha is $170 000, compared to $160 000 in 
the metropolitan area.   

Hon Barry House:  Why is the home loan fund limited to only $160 000? 

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  That is a very good question. 

Hon Barry House:  I asked you that yesterday and did not get an answer.  

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  I have given the member an answer to that question.  Hon John Fischer has asked a 
very good question that should be of as much concern to Hon Norman Moore as it is to Hon John Fischer and 
me.   

Moreover, under GoodStart, the eligibility for the weekly income limit is significantly higher in Karratha than in 
the metropolitan area; it is 42 per cent higher at $1 190, compared to $840 for a family of four in the 
metropolitan area.  These changes were adopted in recognition of the higher property values in Karratha and 
will, hopefully, enable many families to purchase a home of their own.  There will obviously be strong demand 
for accommodation from people who are ineligible for Ministry of Housing assistance due to their high income.  
While much of this demand must be met by the private sector - and the land available through Clough Ltd will 
go some way to meeting this demand - the Government will also pursue measures to assist.  The Country 
Housing Authority is discussing partnership opportunities with Hamersley Iron Pty Ltd for the use of surplus 
housing to assist in providing accommodation for employees and employers of small to medium-sized 
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businesses, which will provide allied services to the infrastructure projects in the region.  The Government also 
is monitoring the accommodation needs of its own employees.  The Government Employees Housing Authority 
currently has 10 units of accommodation which are privately leased and which could be recalled to meet any 
demand by government employees.  The Government is committed to doing its part to meet the housing demand 
in Karratha.  I will continue to liaise with the managing director of the Ministry of Housing to ensure that 
everything that can be done will be done. 

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  If the additional information comes in prior to the end of question time, and the 
minister indicates that it has arrived, it will be put on record. 
 


